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SECTION 1 — CHAPTER OVERVIEW & ARCHITECTURE

Social diversity does not threaten democracy. In India, three primary social divisions intersect dynamically with political

life:

1. Gender & Politics

« Social construct vs. biology

« Sexual division of labour

» Women's political representation
» Assessment: Healthy expression

2. Religion & Politics

» Moral values vs. communalism

» Forms of communal politics

* Indian Secular State framework

» Assessment: Potentially dangerous

3. Caste & Politics

 Hereditary occupational hierarchy

« Caste in politics (mobilisation)

« Politics in caste (politicisation)

» Assessment: Both positive & negative

SECTION 2 & 3 — CORE DEFINITIONS & KEY CONCEPTS

Sexual Division of Labour

A system in which all household and care work inside the
domestic sphere is either done by women of the family or
organised by them through domestic helpers, leaving
outward income-generating public roles to men.

Communalism / Communal Politics

A political ideology based on the belief that religion is the
principal basis of social and political community, asserting
that followers of a religion share identical secular interests
and stand in opposition to followers of other religions.

Feminist

A woman or a man who believes in, advocates for, and
works toward equal rights, entitlements, and opportunities
for women and men in all spheres of life.

Patriarchy

Literally "rule by father"; a social and cultural system that
values men more, assigns them dominance, and gives
them power and authority over women.
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Family Laws

Civil laws that govern personal and familial matters such
as marriage, divorce, maintenance, adoption, and
inheritance. In India, distinct family laws apply to followers
of different religions.

Occupational Mobility & Caste Hierarchy
Occupational Mobility: The transition from one vocation
to another across generations. Caste Hierarchy: A rigid
ladder-like social structure ranking castes from 'highest' to
'lowest'.
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SECTION 4 — STATISTICAL RULES, LAWS & CONSTITUTIONAL DATA

Metric / Legal Act Official Value / Mandate Syllabus Context & Democratic Significance
Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 Equal Pay Mandates equal wages for equal work; yet wage discrimination
persists across cinema, sports, agriculture, and factories.
Panchayati Raj Reservation 1/3rd Mandatory reservation for women in local rural and urban
Seats (33%) bodies; created over 10 lakh elected women

representatives.

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 33% Passed to reserve 1/3rd seats for women in Lok Sabha, State

2023 Seats Assemblies, and Delhi Assembly.

Literacy Disparity 54%vs.76%  Female literacy (54%) lags sharply behind male literacy (76%)
due to preferential spending on sons.

Child Sex Ratio (0-6 years) 919 per 1000  Declined nationwide due to sex-selective abortions; drops
below 850 or 800 in several states.

Lok Sabha Female Strength 14.36% First time reaching 14.36%; State Assemblies remain under

(2019) 5%. Below global & African averages.

Demographic Breakdown (2011) SC: 16.6%, OBC estimated at ~41% (NSSO 2004—05). Together SC, ST,

ST: 8.6% and OBC comprise ~2/3rd of total population.

SECTION 5 — IN-DEPTH CONCEPT BREAKDOWN

| 1. Gender Disadvantage & The Role of Politics

 Social Construct vs. Biology: Gender inequality is rooted in social expectations and stereotyping, not nature. When
domestic tasks (cooking, tailoring) are monetized, men take them up readily.

* Unpaid & Invisible Labour: Time-use surveys show women work on average 1 hour more per day than men, but
domestic labour is unpaid and unacknowledged.

* Positive Political Expression: Feminist movements turned private discrimination into a public issue, securing legal
rights, anti-harassment laws, and legislative representation.

| 2. Religion: Moral Values vs. Communalism

Healthy / Moral Expression Communal Politics (Dangerous)

» Gandhiji's View: Politics must be guided by universal » Everyday Prejudices: Stereotypes and beliefs in
ethics drawn from all religions, not dogma. religious superiority.

» Human Rights: Demands for state protection of » Majoritarian Dominance: Attempt by majority to rule;
minorities and riot prevention. or minority demanding separate political units.

* Family Law Reform: Women's movements « Divisive Mobilisation: Using sacred symbols, fear,
advocating to eliminate anti-women bias in religious and religious leaders for electoral gain.
personal laws. « Communal Violence: Extreme riots and bloodshed

(e.g., Partition 1947).
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| 3. The Four Constitutional Pillars of the Indian Secular State

1. No Official Religion: Unlike Sri Lanka (Buddhism),
Pakistan (Islam), or England (Christianity), India accords no
state status to any religion.

3. Non-Discrimination: Article 15 strictly prohibits state
discrimination against any citizen based on religion.

| 4. The Two-Way Dynamic: Caste and Politics

2. Freedom to Practice: All citizens and communities have
the constitutional right to profess, practice, and propagate
any religion or none.

4. Principled Intervention: State can intervene in religious
matters to ensure equality and justice (e.g., abolition of
Untouchability via Art. 17).

A. Caste in Politics (Influence on Elections)

« Parties calculate constituency caste demographics
when selecting candidates.

+ Direct appeals made to caste sentiment and traditional
loyalties.

* Universal adult franchise empowered lower castes with
numerical voting strength.

alliances.

B. Politics in Caste (Politicisation of Caste)
« Incorporation: Castes expand by incorporating sub-
castes previously excluded.
« Coalitions: Different caste groups enter into dialogue
and power negotiations.
* New Formations: Emergence of broad groups like
'backward' and ‘forward' blocs.

MUST REMEMBER — WHY CASTE ALONE CANNOT DETERMINE INDIAN ELECTIONS
1. No Single-Caste Dominance: No parliamentary constituency has a clear single-caste majority; winning requires multi-caste

2. No Total Monopolisation: No party bags 100% votes of any caste; "vote banks" only indicate a preferred majority share.
3. Multiple Same-Caste Nominees: Rival parties often field candidates from the same dominant caste, dividing that vote.
4. Anti-Incumbency: Sitting MPs/MLAs frequently lose elections—impossible if caste preferences were permanent and rigid.

SECTION 6 & 7 — COMMON MISTAKES & EXAM TRAPS

I\ COMMON MISTAKE: CONFUSING CASTE REALITY
Mistake: Assuming caste has completely disappeared due to
urbanization and laws.

CBSE Correction: While public dining taboos and
untouchability are outlawed, marriage within caste
(endogamy) and economic inequality strongly persist today.

I\ COMMON MISTAKE: CONFUSING SECULARISM
Mistake: Thinking Indian secularism means the state strictly
ignores religion completely.

CBSE Correction: Unlike strict Western separation, Indian
secularism practices principled distance and retains the
authority to intervene to reform social evils (e.g., banning
untouchability).

SECTION 8 — LAST-MINUTE REVISION CHECKLIST

v Sexual Division of Labour: Domestic vs. public sphere;
social, not biological.

v Feminist Movement: Demand for political, civil, and
personal gender equality.

v Women Reservation: 33% in local bodies; Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 for Parliament.
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v Gandhiji on Religion: Politics guided by ethical & moral
principles.

v Communal Politics: Pitting communities against each
other for political power.

v Caste & Democracy: Two-way process; caste cannot
guarantee election victory alone.
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